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REMARKS 

Claims 1-3 and new dependent Claim 19, to a specific embodiment, are the Only claims being 
prosecuted in this application. Claims 12- 18, which are now the subject of a divisiot^al application, 
have been canceled. 

Claim 1, as now amended, is to a workpieoe-transfer device for loading a material woricpiece 
in a woikpiece-machining device and xmloading a machined product workpiece from the workpiece- 
machining device. The workpiece- transfer device includes a movement means with a rectangular 
coordinate system for moving a traveling body in a first horizontal direction abng the direction in 
which the workpiece-machining device and a workpiece-storage device stands at one side of the 
workpiece-machining device in a line as well as in a second horizontal direction orthogonal to the 
first horizontal direction. The traveling bt>dy includes a gripping means for gr5)ping a ncateiial or 
product workpiece, and the workpiece-storage device inchides a product-housing section arranged 
for stackiDg of machined product workpieces and a mat«rial-housing section arranged for stacking 
of material workpieccs provided in paridlcl, on the one side, in the second direction. Such an 
arrangement is not taught or suggested in the refierences cited. 

Reconsideration and removal of tlic rejection of Applicant's claims under 35 U.S.C, §102(b) 
as anticipated by Clark (U.S. 4J09.605) and by Lockert (U.S, 5,244,343) are respectfully requested 
in view of the present amendment to Claim 1 and the following remarks. 

In the Oflice Action, in rejecting Claims 1-3, it is alleged that Clark shows a workpiece- 
transfer device, a workpiece-macliining dtjvice 13, a traveling body, a first direction X and second 
direcdon Y, a product housing sccdun 5 1 and material ho using section 50. The housing sections 5 1 
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and 50, however, are beated at the front of and oo opposite sides of the machining device 13. As 
stated at col. 7, lines 8-12: 

"...an automatic workpiece-loading device or magazme is positioned adjacent 
one side of the worktable 15 and a worispiccc stacking device on ujagazine 51 is 
positioned adjacent the other side of the worktable 15." 

The Diovement of the workpiece is in a amgle direction mm 50 to 15 to 51, not in two 
directions as is in the present applicatioiL In Clark, there is no product-housing section 21 and 
material-housing section 22 as a sbigle workpiece-storage device 2, since Dark's sections 51 and 50 
are on opposite sides of the worktable 15. 

Claims 1 and 2 have also been reji;cted in the OfBce Action on the basis of LockMt, it being 
alleged that Lockert shows a workpicce-transfo: device, a material workpiece, a workpiece- 
machining device 131, a machined product workpiece, movement means traveling in two dhections 
and a product housing section and material-housing section. Agah), as shown in the plan view of 
Figure 1 of Lockert, while two stackers 13 and 14 are provided, they are on opposite sides of a 
workpiece-machining device 131. There is no product-housing section 21 and material-housing 
section 22 as a sin gle wnrlcpiece-storagc device 2 . 

By providing the workpiece-storage device as a product-bousing section and a material- 
housing section in parallel at one skle of the workpiece-machining device, and m a second direction, 
orthogonal to a first direction in which a workpiece-machining device and the workpiece-storage 
device are positioned, the present claimed arrangement provides for a square-shaped layout of the 
entire facility and provides more eftective use of the floor area of a manufacturing site. 
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This is quite temoved from tlie hi-bne arrangement of the Clark ami Lockert eqoipnKsnt. 

In view of the present aniendmeiu to Claim 1 and the above remarks, AppUcant's claims 1-3 
and 19 are believed to be patentable and early allowance thereof is respectfuUy requested. 

Attached hfijeto is a tnarked-up version of the changes made to the specification and claims 
by the current amendment. The attached page is captioned "Veision with maikiiigs to show 
changes made." 

If, for any reason, it h felt that tliis application is not now in condition for allowance, the 
Examiner is requested to contact Applicant's undersigned attorney at the teleplione manber indicated 
below to arrange for an interview to expedite the disposition of thi.s case. 

In the event that this paper is not timely filed, Applicant respectlially petitions for an 
appropriate extension of time. The fees for such an extension or any other fees which may be due 
with respect to this paper, may be cliargcd to Deposit Account No. 01-2340. 

RespectMly submitted, 
ARMSTRONG, WESTERMAN & HATTORI, LLP 



WflUamG. Kratz, Jr. 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 22,631 



Atty. Docket No. 991059 

Suite 1000 

1725 K Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

Tel: (202)659-2930 

WGK/nip 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend Claim 1 , as I'oTlows: 

1. (Twice Aiwnded) A workpiece-transfer device for loading a material workpiece in a 
workpiece-machining device aud utiloading a machined product workpiece from the workpiece- 
machining device, characterized in that the workpiecc-trausf^ device inchides a inj:)venient means 
with a rectangular coordinate system for i wvjrig a travelirtg body in a first horizontal direction along 
the direction in which the workpiece-inacl lining device and a workpiece-storage device stand, at one 
sjide of the workpiccc-nmchining device m a line as well as in a second horizontal direction 
orthogonal to the first horizontal direction, and in that said traveling body includes a gripprog means 
for gripping a material or product work]>iece, wherein said workpiece-storage device includes a 
product-housing section arranL^ed for stacking of machined product w orkoicces and a material- 
housing sectbn arranged for slacking of material worknieces provided in parallel, on said Q^c ^(^, 
in said second direction. 
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